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Ludwig Wittgenstein is renowned for his profound contributions to the philosophy of language, mind, and 

logic. However, his philosophical endeavors were deeply intertwined with his engagement with the arts, 

which significantly shaped his thought and method. This paper explores some of the diverse artistic 

influences on Wittgenstein and deliberates on whether his philosophical work can be better understood by 

considering his aesthetic sensibilities. 

Wittgenstein’s early life in Vienna, a nexus of cultural and artistic activity, laid the groundwork for his deep 

appreciation of the arts. His family’s close connections with leading musicians ingrained in him a sensitivity 

to the nuances of Western classical music. Some of his favorites were Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert, 

Brahms, and Labor. 

Literature, too, played a crucial role in shaping Wittgenstein's sensibility. His admiration for Tolstoy and 

Dostoevsky is well-documented. Tolstoy’s exploration of moral and existential questions and Dostoevsky’s 

profound psychological insights resonated with Wittgenstein’s own philosophical inquiries into the human 

condition. Rabindranath Tagore’s writings also left an imprint on Wittgenstein.  

Wittgenstein’s engagement with architecture, particularly through his relationship with architect Adolf Loos, 

is another crucial influence. Loos’s advocacy for functional simplicity and opposition to superfluous 

ornamentation paralleled Wittgenstein’s philosophical pursuit of clarity. This influence is most clear in 

Wittgenstein’s design of his sister’s house in Vienna, which embodies the principles of minimalist, 

functional architecture—an architectural manifestation of his philosophical ideal of linguistic precision. 

The visual arts, particularly painting but also photography and cinema, informed Wittgenstein’s views on 

perception and representation. Wittgenstein’s philosophical method often involves a series of perspectives 

on a single issue, much like how an artist might depict a subject from various angles to capture its essence.  

The opinions of Schopenhauer and Nietzsche on the purpose of art and aesthetic experience also had a 

bearing on Wittgenstein’s attitude to life and art. 

These diverse artistic influences provided Wittgenstein with a rich tapestry of ideas and attitudes, probably 

shaping his philosophical approach, and underscoring the deep interconnectedness of artistic and 

philosophical domains in his thought.  


